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Atlantis makes 67th shuttle  

landing at Kennedy 
NASA plans for heavenly 

studies in next decade 
 

� Mission Update: 
Completing the STS-
122 mission, space s
tle Atlantis landed at 
Kennedy on time at 
9:07 a.m. Wednesday 

(below).  When the seven astronauts left 
the crew transport vehicle, they were 
greeted by NASA Associate Administra-
tor for Space Operations William Ger-
stenmaier, Director of Mission Launch 
Integration LeRoy Cain and Shuttle 
Launch Director Mike Leinbach.  
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�  NASA News:  NASA has se-
lected 19 science teams to conduct year-
long studies of new concepts for its next 
generation of major observatories. The 
studies will help NASA make decisions 
about how it explores the heavens in the 
future, following the Astronomy and As-
trophysics Decadal Survey. 
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 Every 10 years, astronomers and 
physicists from across the U.S. work with 
the National Academy of Sciences to de-
fine the future research directions for the 
fields of astronomy and astrophysics. The 
work of the science teams is part of an 
effort to ensure that technical and cost 

input is accurate for this upcoming sur-
vey that will produce directions to guide 
federal agencies such as NASA and the 
National Science Foundation in planning 
their programs over the coming decade.  
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� BEST Friday Menu (Friday) — 
Smothered pork chop, smashed red pota-
toes, collard greens with ham hocks, and 
sweet potato pie. 
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�  Last Day for Luncheon Tickets — 
The annual African-American History 
Month Luncheon will be held from  
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Feb. 29 in the Kurt De-
bus Conference Center.  The guest 
speaker will be Robert L. Jordan, chair-
man of the Brevard County School 
Board.  Today is the last day to buy tick-
ets, which are $20 each. They can be pur-
chased from the following: 
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� NASA Science — A team of scien-
tists has set off to explore a strange lake 
in Antarctica, which may be home to ex-
otic forms of microscopic life. Lake 
Untersee is one of the most unusual lakes 
on Earth. Read the full story at 
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2008
/07feb_cloroxlake.htm?list29875. 
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� Reminder — Mark your calendars 
and plan to attend this year’s Federally 
Employed Women training program,  
Make Waves – A Sea of Possibilities, to 
be held March 5, repeated again on 
March 6.  This program will be held at 
the Holiday Inn in Cocoa Beach, with 
registration starting at 8 a.m.  All regis-
tration forms and payment or purchase 
orders are due by Friday. NASA civil 
service employees should first enroll us-
ing SATERN.  All attendees (including 
NASA) must follow up with the FEW 
registration form.  Check the FEW Web 
site for information and registration 
forms (click on FEW Training and An-
nual Professional Development Seminar 
Program and Registration at 
http://www.ksc.nasa.gov/groups/few/). 
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 For more information, contact 
Johanna Velasquez at johanna.velasquez 
@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov, or Sandy Eliason at 
Sandra.K.Eliason@nasa.gov.   
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http://www.ksc.nasa.gov/groups/few/). 

Countdown is published every Tuesday & Thurs-
day for NASA KSC employees. Deadlines are  
10 a.m. Mondays & Wednesdays.   E-mail news to 
anita.barrett@jbosc.ksc.nasa.gov. For questions or 
information, e-mail or call 321-867-2815. You can 
also find Countdown on the Web at   
nasa.gov/centers/kennedy/news/countdown/co
untdown-toc.html. 

www.nasa.gov 
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